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Facebook	Messenger’s	feature	improvements	aren’t	stopping	with	the	recent	chatbot	push.	Now,	anyone	with	Messenger	for	Android	or	iOS	can	now	initiate	a	group	voice	call	for	up	to	50	people.	The	feature	builds	on	Facebook’s	group	text	chatting	feature.	Inside	a	group	chat,	you	should	soon	see	a	red	phone	icon.	Tap	that	button	and	your	call	will
start.	Once	the	call	is	ongoing,	a	new	screen	allows	you	to	manage	participants.	Users	should	see	the	phone	option	worldwide	by	Thursday,	Facebook	messaging	chief	David	Marcus	said	in	a	recent	post	on	the	social	network.	The	new	calling	feature	applies	only	to	voice	calls.	Video	calls	are	still	a	one-to-one	affair,	but	that	may	change	in	the	coming
months	as	Messenger	looks	to	reach	feature	parity	with	Hangouts	and	Skype.	Tech	companies	appear	to	believe	that	messaging	apps	are	the	next	great	frontier	for	gaining	and	keeping	users.	That’s	why	Facebook	has	been	so	hard	at	work	adding	new	features	over	the	past	year	such	as	third-party	app	integration,	bots,	payments,	and	more.	Why	this
matters:	With	980	million	users	worldwide,	Messenger	is	easily	one	of	the	most	popular	messaging	apps	in	the	world.	That	puts	it	in	a	good	spot	if	“messaging	apps	as	a	platform”	is	truly	the	next	big	thing	in	consumer	technology.	It’s	far	from	clear,	however,	if	all	these	additional	features	to	Messenger	will	catch	on	with	most	users—or	if	bots,	games,
and	payments	will	remain	niche	features	appealing	to	a	small	audience.	Facebook	Lite	is	an	official	Facebook	app	that	can	be	used	as	an	alternative	to	the	original,	standard	Facebook	app.	If	you're	frustrated	with	the	performance	of	the	standard	app	on	your	Android	mobile	device,	you're	going	to	want	to	keep	reading.	As	its	name	suggests,	Facebook
Lite	is	a	lighter	version	of	the	standard	app.	It	was	designed	for	Android	devices	that	can't	handle	the	bulkiness	and	power-sucking	nature	of	the	standard	app.	Facebook	Lite	has	been	stripped	down	specifically	in	size	and	system	resource	requirements	so	it	uses	less	RAM,	CPU	and	data.	It	can	also	run	on	unstable	or	low	speed	internet	connections.
Despite	its	'lightness'	in	system	requirements	and	data	use,	Facebook	Lite	still	offers	almost	all	of	the	features	you	can	get	on	the	original	Facebook	app,	meaning	that	you	can	still	get	the	full	Facebook	experience	even	without	the	best	device,	data	plan	or	Wi-Fi	connection.	Facebook	Lite	works	virtually	the	same	as	the	original	Facebook	app.	When
you	open	the	app,	you're	shown	your	news	feed	along	with	the	main	menu	options	and	status	update	field	at	the	top	of	the	screen.	You	can	browse,	like,	comment,	add	friends	and	do	everything	you'd	normally	do	on	Facebook.	You	won't	notice	many	features	missing,	and	you	can	even	use	some	of	the	more	recent	features	that	Facebook	has	added	—



such	as	Stories	(by	tapping	Add	to	Story	on	your	home	feed)	or	Reactions	(by	tapping	to	hold	down	the	Like	button	on	any	post,	which	brings	up	a	set	of	six	reactions	you	can	select).	Overall,	Facebook	Lite	is	designed	to	be	simple	and	intuitive	to	use.	It	works	very	fast	and	efficiently	so	you	can	spend	more	time	using	Facebook	and	less	time	waiting
for	things	to	load.	Now	that	you	know	that	you	can	use	Facebook	Lite	almost	exactly	the	same	way	that	you	already	use	the	original	Facebook	app,	you	might	be	wondering	what	the	specific	differences	are	between	the	two	apps.	Here's	a	brief	comparison	between	the	main	features	for	you.	It	varies	by	device,	but	you	can	expect	Facebook	Lite	to	take
up	about	95	percent	less	storage	space	than	the	original	Facebook	app.	As	an	example,	Facebook	Lite	(version	117.0.0.8.98)	takes	up	13.7MB	compared	to	239MB	for	the	original	Facebook	app	(version	195.0.0.35.99)	on	the	Samsung	Galaxy	Tab	A.	According	to	developer	Abdou	Belghalem	who	ran	an	experiment	between	the	two	apps,	and	claims
using	Facebook	Lite	can	save	more	than	50	percent	of	battery	power	compared	to	using	the	original	Facebook	app.	To	help	save	data	when	using	Facebook	Lite,	photos	render	in	lower	resolution,	videos	aren't	set	to	autoplay	and	there's	no	automatic	refresh	feature.	The	standard	app	on	the	other	hand	is	built	to	support	high-quality	media	while	the
news	feed	refreshes	at	frequent	intervals.	Facebook	Lite	has	also	been	designed	to	run	smoothly	on	2G	networks	or	in	areas	with	bad	signals.	Since	Facebook	Lite	uses	fewer	system	resources	and	less	power,	it	loads	fast,	runs	smoothly	and	works	very	efficiently.	The	standard	app	might	lag	a	little	depending	on	the	device	and	connection.	If	you're
used	to	the	original	app,	you	might	notice	a	very	small	difference	between	the	time	it	takes	to	take	a	new	action	on	Facebook	Lite.	It's	barely	noticeable,	but	whereas	the	original	app	supports	immediate	transitions	from	one	action	to	the	next,	Facebook	Lite	is	designed	in	a	way	where	each	is	a	new	occurrence.	Facebook	Lite	looks	less	cluttered
overall	compared	to	the	original	app	even	though	it	has	nearly	all	the	same	features.	Some	say	that	Facebook	Like	has	a	slightly	more	dated	look	to	it,	with	block-like	elements	that	are	larger	than	necessary.	Some	buttons	and	icons	might	also	appear	smaller	and	simpler	while	more	advanced	graphics	are	nowhere	to	be	seen.	Anyone	with	a	compatible
Android	device	can	use	Facebook	Lite,	but	it's	especially	helpful	for	users	with	specific	devices	and	in	specific	situations.	Facebook	Lite	is	most	appropriate	for:	Older	or	cheaper	Android	devices	with	limited	processing	power	Devices	with	limited	storage	space	Devices	with	limited	mobile	data	plans	Connections	to	unstable	or	low-speed	networks
(such	as	in	rural	areas)	Basically,	if	your	current	Android	device	is	relatively	new	with	good	hardware	and	enough	storage	space,	you	have	a	generous	data	plan	and/or	your	connection	is	typically	strong	and	reliable,	then	you	might	just	want	to	stick	with	using	the	standard	Facebook	app.	Facebook	Lite	is	only	available	for	Android	devices	from
Google	Play.	You	can	still	use	it	even	if	you're	signed	into	your	Facebook	account	on	other	devices	(iOS,	Android,	web)	or	the	same	Android	device	using	the	standard	Facebook	app.	Visit	the	Google	Play	Store	on	your	Android	device.	Use	the	search	field	or	your	voice	at	the	top	to	do	a	search	for	"Facebook	Lite."	Select	the	Facebook	Lite	app	from
your	search	results.	Tap	Install.	The	app	should	finish	installing	fairly	quickly	given	that	it	doesn't	take	much	space.	Once	the	install	is	complete,	tap	OPEN.	Enter	your	login	details	for	your	Facebook	account	into	the	given	fields	and	then	tap	Log	In.	FAQ	How	do	I	change	my	gender	on	Facebook	Lite?	To	change	your	gender	on	Facebook	Lite,	tap	your
profile	icon	>	Edit	Profile	>	Edit	Your	About	Info	>	Gender	>	make	a	selection	and	tap	Save.	How	do	you	remove	contacts	from	Facebook	Lite?	To	delete	the	contacts	automatically	loaded	into	Facebook	Lite,	tap	the	hamburger	icon	in	the	upper-right	and	select	Settings	>	Imported	Contacts.	Then,	select	Contacts	>	Delete	All	to	remove	all	contacts.
How	do	I	share	on	Facebook	Lite?	To	share	a	post	from	your	News	Feed,	tap	Share	below	the	post	and	select	where	you	want	to	share,	such	as	on	your	profile	or	your	story.	To	share	a	link	from	the	Chrome	web	browser,	tap	the	Share	icon	in	the	upper-right	corner	and	select	Facebook	Lite	from	the	list	of	options.	Add	a	comment	if	desired	and	then
select	Post.	Thanks	for	letting	us	know!	Get	the	Latest	Tech	News	Delivered	Every	Day	Subscribe	Tell	us	why!	DenPhotos/Shutterstock	Facebook	allows	families	and	friends	to	stay	in	touch	no	matter	where	they	are	in	the	world.	Use	the	video-chat	feature	on	Facebook	Messenger	to	quickly	connect	with	up	to	50	people	on	most	modern	devices.	How
to	Use	Video	Chat	on	Facebook	Messenger	on	Mobile	If	you’re	on	an	Android	device,	you	can	download	the	Messenger	app	directly	from	the	Google	Play	Store.	Apple	provides	the	Messenger	app	for	the	iPhone,	iPad,	and	Apple	Watch	through	the	Apple	App	Store.	Once	the	app	is	installed	on	your	smartphone	or	tablet,	open	it	and	tap	the	search	bar
to	find	the	contact	with	whom	you	want	to	video	chat.	If	you’ve	previously	sent	messages	to	or	called	friends	in	Messenger,	they’ll	appear	below	the	search	bar.	Select	the	person,	and	then	tap	the	Video	Chat	icon	at	the	top	right.	When	you	receive	a	call,	Messenger	immediately	notifies	you,	and	you	can	accept	or	decline.	When	you’re	in	the	call,	you’ll
see	your	friend	or	family	member	in	the	center	of	the	screen	and	yourself	at	the	top	right.	The	buttons	at	the	top,	from	left	to	right,	allow	you	to	open	a	chat,	broadcast	your	video	chat	to	an	available	device,	switch	between	the	rear-	and	front-facing	cameras,	or	disable	your	camera.	From	the	bottom	row,	you	can	change	the	color	of	your	background,
add	friends	to	your	video	call,	mute	your	microphone,	or	end	the	call.	How	to	Use	Video	Chat	on	Facebook	Messenger	on	Desktop	If	you’re	using	a	laptop	with	a	built-in	webcam	or	a	desktop	with	an	external	webcam,	you	can	video	chat	with	any	Facebook	friend	through	Messenger.	Start	by	logging	in	to	Facebook	in	your	browser	of	choice.	Click
“Messenger”	on	the	left	of	the	Facebook	home	page.	The	link	to	Messenger	is	in	generally	the	same	place	in	the	new	layout	(above)	as	it	was	in	old	layout	(below).	Click	the	name	or	avatar	of	the	person	you	want	to	call.	Then,	select	the	Video	Chat	icon	at	the	top	right	to	start	your	call.	When	your	friend	answers,	you’ll	see	her	in	the	center	of	the
screen	and	yourself	at	the	bottom	right.	Click	the	Video	Camera	and	Microphone	icons	to	toggle	your	video	and	audio	off	or	on.	Click	the	Monitor	icon	to	share	your	screen.	Press	the	red	Phone	Receiver	icon	to	end	the	call.	RELATED:	How	to	Use	a	Digital	Camera	as	a	Webcam	Facebook	Messenger’s	video	chat	is	a	free,	easily	accessible	option	you
might	want	to	consider	to	keep	in	touch	with	friends	and	family.	This	free	e-book	creator	lets	you	compose	masterworks	of	up	to	20	pages	in	length,	for	a	maximum	file	size	of	1MB.	Your	e-book	is	saved	as	a	self-extracting	file	that	installs	the	reader	software,	then	opens	the	e-book.	It’s	not	as	straightforward	as	opening	a	PDF	file	in	Acrobat	Reader	or
an	equivalent	program,	but	it	works.	EBooksWriter	Lite	is	challenging	to	figure	out,	and	it’s	necessary	to	follow	the	Help	system’s	Tutorial	to	accomplish	tasks.	When	you	follow	the	directions,	however,	you	can	create	a	table	of	contents	and	link	to	your	book’s	pages.	You	can	type	directly	into	the	pages	and	insert	images,	or	import	multimedia	files
and	text	from	programs	such	as	Microsoft	Word.	The	Help	system	offers	a	complete	manual	in	PDF	format;	I	suggest	that	you	download	that	and	read	it	carefully	if	you	plan	to	use	this	program.	That	said,	I	did	not	study	the	manual	and	was	still	able	to	put	together	a	three-page	book	with	pictures.	I	did	run	into	a	problem	when	attempting	to	use
background	images	on	the	pages,	however–the	program	kept	telling	me	that	a	32KB	image	file	was	“too	big	for	the	Lite	version,”	which	made	no	sense.	I	gave	up	on	backgrounds	and	imported	the	files	as	smaller	images,	which	worked	fine.	However,	I	ran	into	more	problems	when	I	was	finalizing	my	e-book:	I	kept	getting	the	“too	big”	error	message,
even	though	I	embedded	only	tiny	pictures	on	the	pages.	I	finally	discovered	that	the	program	was	still	reading	the	larger	background	images,	and	I	had	to	use	the	“Images	and	files	album”	function	in	the	cryptically	named	Hypertext	menu	to	remove	the	unused	images.	Perhaps	I	could	have	avoided	this	hassle	if	I’d	read	the	manual.	EBooksWriter
Lite	is	free,	but	you’re	required	to	accept	e-mail	newsletters	from	the	vendor–and	your	e-book	contains	a	text	ad	for	the	paid	versions	at	the	bottom	of	every	page.	The	Lite	edition	contains	most	of	the	functions	available	in	paid	versions	of	the	software.	Missing	features	include	Boolean	search,	shopping	cart	and	order	form	functions,	CD-creation
feature,	password	protection,	and	advanced	features	like	Flash	support,	FTP	publishing,	and	so	on.	In	addition,	paid	versions	allow	you	to	create	much	longer	e-books.	Ease-of-use	issues	aside,	EBooksWriter	Lite	does	what	it	says	it	does:	It	creates	e-books	for	free.	If	you’re	interested	in	creating	your	own	e-books	for	friends	and	family,	and	willing	to
embark	upon	a	steep	learning	curve,	you	should	give	this	program	a	try.	–Kim	Saccio-Kent
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